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ALIENS FROM SPACE 

administrator, Robert J. Low, but he had been assigned other 
duties after Look published the so-called "trick" memoran­
dum. His replacement had little knowledge of UFOs and 
even less about the project's work. Less than a hundred cases 
had been evaluated by CU investigators, out of almost 
15,000 available reports. However, many of the analyses and 
discussions were lengthy, and there were also chapters on 
public opinion polls and other angles which swelled the size 
of the report though they had little to do with the actual 
investigations. 111e new editor had the formidable job of 
assembling this mass of unfamiliar material and completing 
the 1,500-page document in record time. 

Early in October, Pentagon sources who were privately 
fighting UFO secrecy tipped me off to the speed-up. From 
then on they kept me informed of the developments, with 
factual details which since then have been fully verified. 

On October 31, 1968, the h~ge CU Project Report was 
delivered to the Air Force, and headquarters officers began a 
hurried review. 

In the opening sections, Dr. Condon denied that UFOs 
were anything but illusions, failure to recognize ordinary 
objects, and fabricated reports . Many witnesses, he declared, 
were inept, unduly excited or otherwise unreliable. He also 
denied any threat to national security, any defense problem 
and any evidence of AF secrecy. Since Condon's views as a 
UFO agnostic were fairly well known, these conclusions were 
no surprise to the AF officers. The reviewers also assumed 
that the project members shared Condon's beliefs. But when 
they got to the case analyses they had a shock. 

Instead of solidly backing Condon, case after case showed 
strong evidence of UFO reality. In nearly 30 per cent, 
scientist-analysts conceded that the objects sighted could not 
be explained with ordinary answers. The high rating of the 
case witnesses was an added blow-most of the observers were 
astronauts, military and airline pilots, and other well­
qualified specialists. 
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It was Case 2 which handed the AF men their fust jolt 
The action had taken place near Lakenheath, England, in­
volving a dramatic UFO chase which was tracked by USAF­
RAF radar control centers. Although this encounter bad 
occurred back in '56, the incident was still being kept under 
wraps as unusually important evidence. 

Under the AF-CU contract, headquarters had promised 
not to withhold any infomrntion from the project, but CU 
had not been given a hint of this case. The fust lead was a 
full report from a principal witness at one of the 1adar control 
centers-a USAF sergeant, now retired, who had been a radar 
traffic control specialist more than sixteen years. \Vhen the 
project revealed its knowledge of the case, AF Project Blue 
Book finally admitted the encounter, with a detailed account 
which confirmed the sergeant's report. 

About 10:30 P.M., August 13, 1956, an unknown lighted 
object was observed from the tower of an RAF base. It was 
also tracked by three Radar Air Traffic: Control Centers. An 
RAF Venom jet fighter was scrambled to intercept, and the 
pilot closed in on the UFO, guided by RA TCC's Station A. 

Seconds later, the pilot radioed control mat his guns were 
locked on the object (by radar). 

Instantly, the UFO whipped around behind the inter­
ceptor. The amazingly swift maneuver was confirmed by the 
USAF sergeant, who had bten watch supervisor at Station A 
that night. He also described the pilot's frantic attempts to 
shake off his pursuer. 

Despite the pilot's hasty maneuvers) the UFO stayed clme 
behind him, matching every turn. At control. operators cou!d 
tell from his tense voice that he was badly frightened. 

When the jet ran low on fuel another Venom was SC!2lll­
bled. The first pilot radioed a quick warning as the second 
plane took off, admitting he was completely helpl~ against 
the UFO. 

The second jet was hardly airborne when it developed 
trouble and was forced to land. An American T-33 pilot tried 
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)l ALD E. KEYHOE, retired U.S. Air 
fee major, author of "F1ying Saucen 
>m Outer Space" and "The Flying 
acer Con piracy." 

li!Vl: never seen a flying saucer 
.tin 1952 I saw a UFO [Unidenti­
d Flying Object] tracked by radar 
the control center of Washington 
tional Airport. I have simply tried 
do a straight reporting job collect­
: authentic and verified reports. 
l1ie beings who control the saucers 
>elieve are attempting to learn all 
>Sible details of our civilization, the 
:th's atmosphere and climate, with 
~ intention of eventually making 
1tact. Whether their motives are 
!!ldly, neutral, or hostile I do not 
>w, but so far I have seen no con­
sive proof that they are hostile. I 
ieve that the saucers, or some of 
rn, are using Mars and more 
ently the moon as bases of opera­
' for their reconnaissance of the 
th. It is possible the saucers orig­
'.e from Mars but this has not been 
ved. 

WARD J. RUPPELT headed an Air 
te in\·es tigation into fl yi ng saucers 
hro years and is author of "The 

IOrt on F1ying Objects." 

Y&tr.p hav:"never seen a flying sau­
. An answer to the question of the 
~t of these flying saucers and their 
:in would be nothing but wild 
:ulation. 

,AJ.D H. MENZEL, profeuor of 
'Physic,, director of th e Horvanl 



THE PRESIDENCY 1969 

But the Senate Finance Committee, with Southern conservatives in key 
positions and no coordinated endorsement from the liberals, kept the 
plan on ice. On July 1, 1970, Moynihan wrote to me: "I fear the chances 
are ~ow less than even that Family Assistance will be passed this year, 
and 1f not this year, not this decade." He said that no Republican was 
resisting efforts to kill the measure and that "increasingly the 
Democrats see an opportunity to deny you this epic victory and at the 
same time blame you for the defeat." 

During the fall I put pressure on the Senate Finance Committee, but 
my efforts failed. On November 20 the committee voted the measure 
down, I 0-6. In 1971 the House again passed the bill and again the Sen­
ate Finance Committee bottled it up. Ultimately only the sections of 
FAP providing guaranteed incomes for the aged and disabled passed the 
full Congress . 

By 1971 the momentum for FAP had passed and I knew it. I still be­
lieved in the validity of the idea, but I no longer believed in the political 
timing. In 1969 the American people had been ready for change; in 1971 
they were thinking of other things--of Vietnam and the economy. By 
1971 there was also the prospect of the J 972 election ; I did not want to 
be in a losing fight with the conservatives over FAP, in an election year. 
Therefore, in the summer of 1972 when I was given a choice either to 
endorse a more costly version of the bill proposed by Senator Ribicoff or 
to stay with our original FAP even though it would surely fail, I decided 
on the latter. FAP finally died in the Senate Finance Committee in 1972 
- an idea ahead of its time. 

APOLLO XI 
"'-

For me the most exciting event of the first year of my presidency 
came in July 1969 when an American became the first man to walk on 
the moon. The moon landing was the culmination of a program begun a 
dozen years earlier after the Soviets launched Sputnik, the first man­
made orbiting satellite. American public opinion was jolted at the 
thought of the Soviets in control of outer space, but Eisenhower and 
most of his advisers were not so disturbed . Sherman Adams, for ex­
ample, told a predominantly Republican audience that the so-called 
satellite race was just "an outer space basketball game." I believed that 
this flippant remark was wrong in substance and disastrous in terms of 
public opinion. The next night I told an audience in San Francisco, "We 
could make no greater mistake than to brush off this event as a scientific 
stunt of more significance to the man in the moon than to men on 
earth." 

In Cabinet and NSC meetings during this time I strongly advocated a 
sharp increase in our missile and space programs. Eisenhower finally 
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came around to this view and approved a proposal for manned space ve­
hicles. While he justified this decision on military grounds, I felt that 
something far more basic was involved. I believe that when a great na­
tion drops out of the race to explore the unknown, that nation ceases to 
be great. 

The manned space program was already well under way when Presi­
dent Kennedy captured the national imagination in 1961 by setting the 
goal of a moon landing by the end of the decade. President Johnson was 
an enthusiastic supporter of NASA, and under his administration the 
Apollo program made great strides. 

I decided that when the Apollo XI astronauts &.ctually landed on the 
moon, the occasion should be well and widely marked. Working with 
NASA officials, we made plans for a televised phone conversation from 
the White House to the moon. In addition to planting an American flag 
on the lunar surface, the astronauts would leave behind a plaque bearing 
our signatures and a message that read: 

HERE MEN FROM THE PLANET EARTH 
FIRST SET FOOT UPON THE MOON 

JULY, 1969 A.O. 
WE CAME IN PEACE FOR ALL MA Kl D 

On Sunday night, July 20, Apollo VIII astronaut Frank Borman, &ob 
Haldeman, and I stood around the TV set in the private office/ ind 
watched Neil Armstrong step onto the moon. Then I went into the Oval 
Office next door where TV cameras had been set up for my split-screen 
phone call to the moon. 

Armstrong's voice came through loud and clear. I said, "Because of 
what you have done the heavens have become a part of man's world. 
And as you talk to us from the Sea of Tranquillity, it inspires us to re­
double our efforts tQ bring peace and tranquillity to earth." 

After a journey of almost half a million miles to the moon and back, 
Apollo XI landed less than two miles from the prearranged target about 
a thousand miles southwest of Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean. I was there 
to welcome the astronauts home. Because the mission's command mod­
ule was named Columbia, l had asked the avy band to play "Colum­
bia, the Gem of tpe Ocean" as the astronauts stepped from the helicop­
ter onto the aircraft carrier Hornet's deck. 

When I talked with them through the window of their quarantine 
chamber, it was hard to contain my enthusiasm or my awe at the 
thought that the three men on the other side of that glass had just re­
turned from the moon. I said impulsively; "This is the greatest week in 
the history of the world since the Creation." When I talked to Billy Gra-
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October 18, 1999 

By Louise Lowry 

#4. Jackie Gleason's Encounter With Alien Bodies I How Secret ls It? 

Some of you may remember that Jackie Gleason was always interested in UFOs and the 
paranormal mostly due from his own 
sighting, but did you know he actually saw some alien bodies? 

The late comedian Jackie Gleason' econd wife, Beverly, tells a very strange story that she 
swears is the truth. One evening in 
1973 , she wrote in an unpublished book n their marriage, Gleason returned to her Florida home 
badly shaken. 

After first refusing to tell her hy he wa,- so upset, Gleason confided that earlier in the day his 
friend President Richard ixon had 
arranged for him to visit Homestead ·r Fore Base in Florida. Upon his arrival armed guards 
took Gleason to a building at a 
remote location on the site . 

There, Gleason, who harbored an intense interest in UFOS, saw the embalmed bodies of four alien 
beings, two feet long, with 
small bald heads and big ears. He was told nothing about the circumstances of their recovery. He 
swore his wife to secrecy, but 
after their divorce Beverly freely discussed the story. 

In the mid-l 980s, when ufologist Larry Bryant sued the U.S. government in an attempt to get it 
to reveal its UFO secrets, he tried 
without success to subpoena Gleason to testify. Gleason never commented on Beverly's report . 



Larry W. Bryant 
3 518 Martha Curtis Drive 
Alexandria, Va 22302 

Dear Larry, 

Sept. 22,00 

I am a researcher here in Canada working on a couple subjects - one being 
the US Presidents and their involvement with the UFO problem. I was recently at 
the National Archives viewing the Presidential Files of President Nixon. 

Part of the Nixon story a you know involves the claim that he showed the 
bodies to the late comedian Jackie Gleason. I believe from what I have read that you 
filed an FOIA on that incident, which I understand was not successful. 

I am quite interested in the date that you used for the incident, and hope that 
you can provide me with the date you used, and the FOIA request you filed if you 
still have it. 

The second item I would like to ask you is whether or not I could purchase a 
copy of your 197 8 book " Jimmy Carter Answers His UFO Mail. " 

I can be reached at sqquishy@altavista.com. Please let me know what you 
can do to help . 

Sincerely, 

Grant Cameron 
649 Silverstone Ave 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
Canada R3T 2V8 
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of Congress who opposed the UFO secrecy. In this critical 
election year, however, there was little chance of putting it 
over. Most legislators would naturally avoid such a contro­
versial subject. It seemed wisest to wait until the election 
excitement was over and the new Congress had settled down, 
and then to start mustering the strongest possible support. 

But at the end of October the situation suddenly changed, 
offering the chance of an even earlier breakthrough. 

For over two months, the AF had been worried by a de­
veloping situation which could end the UFO cover-up. T o 
combat this potential danger it had worked out a plan in­
volving the Colorado Project. Unexpectedly, this AF 
scheme backfired. For several weeks, control of the censor­
ship was seriously endangered. 

If the story had become known to the press it would have 
been front-page news. It could have killed the Condon report. 

14 

Burial 
Attempt 

The key figure in this Air Force dilemma was none other 
than Richard M . Nixon, the Republican nominee for Presi­
dent. But the basic problem back of this AF predicament 
had begun long before. 

or years, there had been ill feeling between ixon and 
Condon. When Nixon was a member of the House Com­
mittee on Un-American Activities, Condon had appeared 
for questioning. During the session there had been sharp 
exchanges between the two men. Later, when the scientist's 
security clearance was challenged, it was obvious that he 
blamed Nixon. The bitterness between them had never 
ended. 

By 1968, not many people remembered this, but the 
had not forgotten. If Nixon were elected, legisla tors who 
had proof of the official secrecy- among them McCormack, 
Karth and Goldwa ter- might tell him the inside story. 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, he could ord r 
the Condon report held up until the project , a thoroughly 
investigated. 

Soon after Nixon's nomination the F had put hard pre -
sure on Colorado University to rush the report 
it could be released before the election . But it v imp 
to make the deadline. 

TI1e report was supposed to hav been ompil d by the 
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The UFO's size, he stated, was on the order of tens of meters 
in diameter. 

The term "tens of meters" means that the UFO's diameter 
was a minimum of two times ten meters, or 65.8 feet. Gen­
erally, the term has been interpreted to mean at least three 
to four times ten meters-giving a diameter between 98.6 
and 131.2 feet. The UFO possibly was even larger. 

In his final conclusion, the CU analyst came close to stating 
that the UFO was an alien spacecraft. 

The geometric, psychological and physical factors, he 
said, appear consistent with the witnesses' report, indicating 
that the witnesses sighted a strange fl ying object, metallic, 
silver-colored and tens of meters in diameter. 

By itself, this would have jarred the headquarters reviewers. 
But there was something else that made it much more 
damaging. 

In Section II of the CU Report, Dr. Condon mentioned 
the McMinnville pictures, after asserting that the project 
had examined the UFO photographs \.vith great care. The11 
came the incredible statement which stunned the AF men: 

In this case, said Dr. Condon, the UFO images turned out 
to be too fuzzy, so that worthwhile photogrammetric evalua­
tion was not possible. 

To the AF reviewers, Dr. Condon's denial was even more 
dangerous than the analyst's conclusions. It would be almost 
a miracle if some newsmen did not spotlight this at a press 
conference and demand an explanation. And if Richard 
Nixon were elected they would be in a tighter spot than ever. 

Until now, there had been a hope that he would be too 
busy after inauguration to look into the UFO situation. 
Also, the chance of ridicule by the opposition would logically 
deter him from any early checkup on the "flying saucers." 
But if this powerful evidence of UFO reality became public, 
along with Dr. Condon's denial of the detailed McMinnville 
analysis, he would have strong reason to act. Not only that, 
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he probably would have bipartisan support from legisla­
tors who knew of the censorship. 

The obvious way out was to delete the damaging con­
cl usions and evidence. It would require Dr. Condon's ap­
proval, possibly that of the university heads. Trying this would 
be risky-the AF had promised there would be no inter­
ference with the CU study. 

It seemed certain, however, that Condon had not known 
of the McMinnville analysis and conclusions or he never 
would have made such a denial. It also seemed Likely he had 
not known of the Lakenheath "probable genuine UFO" 
conclusion. 

111e speed-up was evidently the answer. \ Vith all the rush 
to get the report out, it would be difficult for Condon to 
check everything in the huge manuscript. 

But even if this was the explanation, it was hard to believe 
any of the scienti ts had taken advantage of the haste and 
confusion to insert these cases, hoping they would slip by 
\.vi thout Dr. Condon's knowl dge. Remembering bow Saun­
ders and Levine had been fired, after they let the Low mem­
orandum become public, none of th investigators would 
have risked it. 

If the AF reviewers bad known the inside story o the 
project, the answer would have been lear. By the middle of 
1967 several of the proj ct m mbers believed the ilien space­
ship hypothesi was the mo t probabl expbnation. In the 
October meeting at I AP Lo,; had d.mitted a serious 
split in the pro j t, and a aund rs lat r told m near­
majority of the ienti ts \: r planning protest ~oainst th 
ignoring of trong UFO eviden e. 

"While trying to olv the riddle the .\F reviewexs finally 
came clo to th truth. Th proje t members involved bad 
incer I b Ii v d th ir conclusions w~r corrcet and they bad 

in lud d th , int nding t argu for their inclusion 
in the fini h d r port. Th • F :.in~y ·ts had good reason 
to b Ii v ondon , una\ ·:.ir oi m.my unp rt.mt 
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When project members queried the base, Operations denied 
the report. Indications of official secrecy were increased by a 
re~ponsible base employee ( called Mr. A in the report) who 
pnvately confirmed the UFO sighting by pilots and control 
tower operators. 

When the base director of information evaded the CU 
investigators they called the Pentagon. Supposedly the direc­
tor was told to clarify the situation, but the only result was 
an assistant's denial of any such UFO report. At the proj­
ect's request, Mr. A tried to follow up. But, as he told CU 
investigators, the director of information ordered him to 
"stay out of that." 

1:he ~U analyst ~luntly stated that the project attempts 
to mvestigate met with AF evasion. 

The secon~ evasion case was listed in Section III, Chap­
ter 1. According to the project's information, jet fighters at an 
AF base had been alerted for a UFO chase. The interceptors, 
armed with rockets, had rolled out to the runway when the 
takeoff order was held up. A base officer who checked with 
the fighter defense squadron told CU investigators there 
had been an alert and jets had been deployed to the runway, 
but the UFO question was uncertain. To determine if a UFO 
had caused the alert, the project queried AF Headquarters. 
But HQ officers denied the alert, and the CU investigators 
found themselves at a dead end. 

Adding to the implications of secrecy was a project ex­
planation for witnesses' withholding UFO reports. Among the 
reasons were: 

Fear of ridicule, fear of being involved with security or 
military restrictions-and fear of JANAP-146 and its penalty 
restrictions. 

When the reviewers finished the evidence of UFO reality 
and the censorship cases they were badly shaken. To ask CU 
to change all this damaging material would be a big risk. If 
Dr. Condon had not known of the "hot" cases and conclu­
sions it would probably set off an explosion. If he fired any of 
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the scientists the presst ould be sure to find out and play up 
the reasons. 

The AF reviewers were still trying to decide when Nixon 
was elected President. Sending back the report now would 
be too dangerous. Any scientist firings at Boulder, tied to this 
important reality evidence, would cause an outburst on Capi­
tol Hill. President Nixon would almost certainly order a full­
scale probe. 

But the decision left the AF in a serious predicament. It 
was impossible to pigeo~hole the CU Report-headquarters 
had announced it would be released through the press after 
an independent review by the National Academy of Sciences. 

Until HQ officers saw the report they had not worried 
about NAS. Most of its members knew nothing about the 
UFO facts, and many believed the sighting reports were non­
sense. If the CU evaluations had been wholly negative, as 
expected, there would have been no problem. But the panel 
scientists could hardly miss the positive evidence of UFO 
reality and the glaring contradictions. 

The NAS president, Dr. Frederick Seitz, had been in­
form ed by Dr. McDonald that the CU study was ignoring 
important evidence, and as proof he had submitted verified 
reports by highly rated witnesses. He had also sent Dr. eitz 
a copy of the Low memorandum. If eitz gave the review 
panel this information from a respected scientist the mem­
bers might check the CU Report more carefully. Adding up 
the powerful cases and conclusions of UFO reality could 
cause panel scientists to prepare a trong criticism of the 
report and send it back to the Air Force. 

Strict review rules, however, had been imposed prevent 
any actual investigation of the evid nee. The was quas:i-
official, an advising agency to the government. and this of­
ficial service was of ten paid for by f d ral funds . \ Vhile its 
review was suppo ed to be entir 1 ind pendent. r did 
not object to th rul . 

The AS panel was dir ted to xamin rn r Jy th m thod-
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ology, to approve or disapprove of the way the project had 
been run. It could not interview any witnesses. It could not 
examine any of the thousands of verified cases omitted from 
the report, though NAS heads knew this massive evidence 
was available at NICAP. Panel scientists were not allowed 
to consult members of Congress who knew the facts. They 
could not interview any of the CU Project investigators. The 
entire report was on a take-it-or-leave-it basis . 

But what if panel scientists felt an obligation to the public? 
After all, the review would be paid for by the taxpayers. Even 
if it meant criticizing brother scientists they might rebel 
against the restrictions and refuse to accept the report. 

For over a week the AF wavered. Then on November 15, 
seeing no way out, it sent the report to Dr. Seitz. While HQ 
officers waited for the outcome several new sightings, re­
ported by the press and on the air, increased their uneasiness. 

On November 22, fishing boat crews in the Gulf of Mex­
ico were alarmed by a UFO's close approach. One boat skip­
per, P. L. Mallette, said the device beamed a bright light at 
crew members before it shot up out of sight. 

On November 26, verified incidents in North Dakota and 
Florida made the news. At Bismarck, North Dakota, two 
round-shaped UFOs were seen by FAA control tower opera­
tors and a Capital Aviation pilot-instructor in the area. T raf­
fic controller Jack Wilhelm reported one UFO's high-speed 
maneuver as beyond the capability of any known aircraft. 

Over Lake Cyprus, Florida, that same evening, fo ur UFOs 
the size of large AF transports were encountered by pilots of 
two Cessna aircraft. As three of the unknown craft were pac­
ing the planes, one pilot turned on his landing ligh ts, then 
quickly banked toward the UFO. The strange object shot 
straight upward and disappeared. Its estimated speed was 
over 2,000 mph. ( Case investigated by aerospace engineers, 
members of NICAP's Cape Kennedy Subcommittee.) 

Sighting reports were still coming in when NAS returned 
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the CU Report. Braced for at least som~ criticism, AF cen­
sors were almost astonished by the verdict. 

The NAS panel scientists unanimo~sly acce_pte~ Dr: Co~: 
don's conclusions and praised the pro1ect for its cre~table 
UFO study. Fully agreeing with Condon, ~e panel said there 
was no evidence that UFOs were supenor, unknown ma­
chines. Most reports, it agreed, were mistakes-~ailure to re~­
ognize conventional causes. There was no official secrecy, it 
stated, and no need for further UFO study. 

For the scientists to have missed all the powerful UFO 
evidence and the dam~ging contradictions was impossible­
if they actually read the full report. Either they h~d read o~y 
Condon's two opening sections, or they had deliberately ig­
nored everything disproving his conclusions. 

Whatever the answer, the censors' first ordeal was over. 
But the biggest hurdle, a much bigger danger, was still ahead. 

Before NBCon's inauguration the CU Report had to be 
released to the Washington press corps. In this group were 
hundreds of veteran newsmen-wire service editors, news­
paper correspondents, network commentators . Because of 
the AF build-up of the CU Project's importance, newsmen 
would expect several days to go through the 1,500-page report. 

Even then, many newsmen with only moderate knowledge 
of the subject would overlook some vital material. But some 
press corps members knew too much about UFO . Given 
time to read the report carefully, they would pot the con­
vincing evidence and conclusions, also the s rious omissions 
and incredible debunking explanations in other as . 

Among the omissions were the Tran ocean era h and the 
Braniff 1959 disaster; the AF attempt to down a UFO near 
Redmond, Oregon, proved by FAA log and trafE control­
lers' reports; the 1958 AF transport encounter, wh re the 
captain reported they were " hot at" by a FO; and other 
serious and significant cases. Cases of FO-cau ed in juri 
were left out or denied, including airlin r near ollisions in 
which passengers were hurt. 

-· ___ .,... __ ... _ _ 
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Backfire 

By the evening of January 9, AF Headquarters knew the 
st~amro~er had succeeded. Combining Condon's conclusions 
wit~ praise b~ ~e NAS, newspapers and networks told the 
nation that dIStinguished scientists had proved UFOs non­
existent: I_ncredible ,~s i~ may seem, not one of the glaring 
contradictions, the hot cases, was mentioned by the wire 
services or the networks. 

. Though Condon's report got the headlines, some sharp 
dissents went on record. Congressman William Ryan at­
~acke~ th_e conclusions on the floor of the House, urging an , 
mvestigation of the project. The American Institute of 
Astronautics and Aeronautics revealed a two-year objective, 
scientific investigation and rejected the CU Report. At the 
same time, Dr. Hynek publicly denounced the project con­
clusions. National columnist Roscoe Drummond urged a new, 
unbiased study, citing "too many unexplained UFOs." The 
report also was criticized by scores of papers, among them 
the Detroit Free Press, the El Paso Times, the Knoxville 
Journal, the San Diego Tribune, the Dayton Daily News, 
and the Chattanooga Post. The New York Daily News said 
the study "has been under fire from the , start as allegedly 
rigged to bring in the verdict the Air Force wanted." 

But none of the critics cited the "genuine UFO" conclu­
sions or startling contradictions, since they had not had time 
to search through the 1,500-page report. As a result, most of 
the press and networks paid little attention. 
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Within days, the initial publicity was followed by a 965-
page paperback edition of the report. Though the CU study 
had been financed by the taxpayers for a total of $523,000, 

the AF allowed Colorado University to publish a hard-cover 
copy and the Bantam paperback edition and keep the 
royalties. 

The introduction, by Walter Sullivan of the ew York 
Times, contained a surprising admission about Dr. Condon 
and the AF: 

Dr. Condon, Sulli~an said, had once tangled with the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities and that Rich­
ard Nixon, then a committee member, was connected with 
the challenge of Condon's s~curity clearance. Because of the 
ill will between the two, Sullivan added, the AF was anxious 
to get the Condon Report published before Nixon became 
President. 

If the AF had learned of this disclosure in time it almost 
certainly would have had it deleted, along with another can­
did admission by Sullivan. 

The AF expected charges of "whitewash," Sullivan said, 
if the CU Project report agreed with the AF claims. It sent 
the report to the National Academy of Sciences, the news­
man added, believing that approval by a AS panel would 
reduce public criticism. 

At least one serious error was made by Sullivan. The "full­
fledged" CU study, he said, investigated "hundreds of cases." 
Actually, only fifty-nine were investigated, and not all in de­
tail. 1ne rest, less than forty, were evaluated without full­
scale checking. 

Belittling UFO witnesses, Sullivan said the CU Report 
proved the fallibility of airline pilots, radar operators and 
other "sober observers." Referring to long-ago belief in ghosts~ 
he implied that some witnesses may have b en conditioned 
to believe in UFOs. 

In the report itself, Condon fi r t said mo t persons making 
UFO reports seemed to be normal, re ponsible individuals. 
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and all the thousands f UFO . 
wire services tak · 

0 
. Witn~ses. The networks and 

the . ' . i~g the AF claims without question repeated 
mam pomts m nationwide stories: ' 

pr;'!:e ; 0.Iorado Pr?ject investigations were highly ap­
an its conclus10ns were fully accepted. 

-The AF had never found the slightest evidence that UFOs 
were unknown craft or machines. 

-Not one witness had ever sighted an alien spacecraft 
~very person who reported a UFO had had an optical illu~ 
~10n, a mental delusion, or had been misled by ordina ob-
Jects, or had perpetrated a hoax. ry 

-_Project Blue Book was closed and the AF UFO in­
vestigation was ended. 

As the AF intended, the December 17 action almost ruined 
the AAAS s}'.111po~ium. Because of the AF hard-boiled state­
ments the d1scuss10ns got little publicity. 

As HQ strategists also had planned, the harsh ridicule si­
lenced _most UFO witnesses. This outrageous treatment of 
r~pons1ble observers was a new low in character assassina­
b?n. Though the AF avoided using names, thousands of ~ 
witnesses had been publicized in their communities some of 
them nationally. Besides those in the armed fdrces and 
other government agencies there were men and women in 
most professions and trades who had made sincere reports, 
many of them fully verified. (See witness list in the Appen­
dix.) Among them were lawyers, doctors, educators, state 
and city officials, and citizens in many types of work. Because 
of the AF deliberate attempt to discredit all UFO witnesses, 
many suffered ridicule and some were actually harmed in their 
business and social life. 

But the secrecy-fighters, in and outside the Pentagon, dog­
gedly hung on-even some in the Air Force, who knew the 
risk they were taking. Slowly their efforts took effect. Here 
and there, witnesses began to make their sightings public, 
though most big cases were hidden. 

In the last part of 1970 the AF big cover-up scheme began 
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t? backfire mor~ rapi~y, w~en the AF Academy UFO analy­
~1s became public. Tius senous evaluation had been prepared 
m 1968, as a means of giving senior AF cadets an appraisal 
of the problem. Combined evidence and discussions of the 
main angles were used for a special chapter in an Academy 
Space Science study. NICAP's documented report The 
UFO Evidence, and two of my books with ver,Jed cases and 
censorship proof, were among the references. 

If this explosive material had been submitted to head­
quarters there would have been fireworks. But the UFO chap­
ter was never sent to the Pentagon. By the time HQ found 
out, cadets had seen the damaging admissions, such as "we 
too have fired on UFOs" and the Fort Itaipu injuries case. 
Dismayed AF censors ordered the chapter replaced with an 
all-out debunking job, deleting all the case evidence and a1I 
the serious disclosures. 

Meantime, hurried attempts were made to keep the orig­
inal evaluation from leaking out. But a photocopy had been 
privately given to a ICAP Affiliate president, and another 
copy reached me at Washington. This was only one of the 
many times secrecy-fighters risked HQ anger, even a court­
martial, to help end the dangerous cover-up. 

When a newspaper ran part of the original analysis, HQ 
hastily tried to offset it with the "updated version." But a 
series of new developments caused it to lose effect 

The first was a sharp attack on the CU Report by the 
AIAA. The Institute urged the government to carry out new, 
unbiased, scientific investigations. It stated 30 per cent of 
the CU Project cases were unexplained and tressed the 
importance of the many earlier reports. Condon' personal 
conclusions, said the AIAA, differed from a number of his 
analysts' opinions. The Institute al o r jected Condon's far­
out prediction: There would not b any extraterrestrial 
visitations to Earth in 10,000 years. Li other riti . the 
AIAA indicat d it wa impo ible to predi t th a tions of 
unknown space races. Some of th pr " and ne-. cast 
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"The CUR," and it caught on with several others. If Dr. 
Condon ever heard of this it may have increased his reac­
tions to critics, a fury sometimes reminiscent of the attacks 
on Giordano Bruno, a philosopher of the sixteenth century. 

"In space," Bruno wrote, "there are countless constella­
tions, suns, and planets. . . . There are also numerous earths 
circling around their suns. . . . o reasonable mind can as­
sume that heavenly bodies which may be far more magnifi­
cent than ours would not bear upon them creatures similar 
or even superior to those upon our human Earth." 

For this, Bruno was burned at the stake by the Inquisi­
tion. While Dr. Condon did not recommend going this far, 
his anger did lead to his suggestion of public horsewhipping 
for teachers who allowed students credits for reading UFO 
material and also for publishers of "pseudo-science" UFO 
articles and books. Possibly this surprising denunciation 
played a part in some scientists' closer look at the CU Re­
port. 

During 1969 and since, several airline pilots have had fright­
ening close encounters with UFOs. Some have given me 
confidential reports, following a practice confirmed in th.e 
AF Academy UFO analysis: 

It is of interest that NICAP even today still receives re­
ports from commercial pilots who neglect to notify either 
the Air Force or their own airlines. 

On one occasion, an AF jet raced toward a UFO which 
was pacing a 727 jetliner. Later the 727 captain privately gave 
me the details. 

"It was after midnight. We were at 31 ,0 0 0 feet when this 
thing came down about 200 feet off our right wing and 
started pacing us. It was round-shaped, with a dome in the 
middle, and we could see a faint glow around the rim. 

"I'll admit it shook me up, but I wasn't about to panic as 
long as it didn't come closer. I had the first officer switch on 
the landing lights so we could see the UFO better. The next 
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second an AF jet showed up in the lights, diving toward the 

UFO. 
"It scared the hell out of me. I didn' t dare make a move-

we might have had a three-way collision. Luckily the UFO 
shot straight up and the jet went streaking after it. I don't 
know what happened-I didn' t see them again. 

"But all of a sudden I got boiling mad. That AF pilot could 
have warned us-he'd know our radio frequency. I got so sore 
I was going to tell the newspapers or go on the air an_d blast 
the Air Force. But after I landed I got talked out of 1t. The 
company could have been hurt by the publicity, and I mi~ht 
have been out of a job. The Air Force would have demed 
the whole thing, anyway." 

In November of '69, AF censors fo und themselves faced 
with a new and serious threat. The American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, impressed by scientists' 
attacks on the CU Report, announced a symposium on UFOs, 
to be held at its annual meeting. 

The AF and the CIA, also Colorado University heads, were 
alarmed by the AAAS plans. It was almos t certain that the 
Colorado Project would be hard hit. And wi th all the a o­
ciation's prestige, it could not only nullify the project report 
but discredit the entire AF investigation. 

Dr. Condon, in an attempt to stop the ublic discu ·ion, 
appealed to AAAS heads. Wli n chis fa il d he urged \ ~1 e­
President Agnew to use, his influence to cancel th . ,npo­
sium. The Vice-Presi6ent refu e to inte fere. 

By then the AF had realized it not only would b ve to 
thwart the AAAS but forestall other u h atta • . It would 
take powerful action, tougher than any th had tried be­
fore. Up to then, the AF Office of cientifi R ar h had 
not officially accepted the CU Report becau of r rniz d 
flaws . But under the gr0vving pr s ure thi wa wiftly changed. 

On December 17, just nine day b fore th beduled 
AAAS meeting, the AF threw a d va tating blO\ at i riti ~ 
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>Date: Mon, 25 Oct 1999 20:1 1 : l J -0700 
>From: Scott Hale <scott hale@american.edu> 
>To: UFO UpDate s - Toronto <updates@globalserve.net> 
>Subject : Re: Warren On Gleason, Nixon & Alien Craft/Bodies 

>I ' m simply amazed how much Larry Warren ' s story continue s to 
>grow and expand. 

>I wonder what part of UFO history he ' ll next be assoc iated with. 
>Does anybody else find this just a little hard to swallow? 

The whole story is suspicious . Does anybody think that Nixon 
drove Gleason anywhere on his own, let alone to an Air Force 
base to look at alien bodies? American presidents are always 
surrounded by Secret Service people , and a miscellaneous , large 
e ntourage ; the y don ' t go anywhere on their own . Where wou l d 
Nixon even find a private ca r ? 

This story , quite apart from Larry Warren, has b een around for a 
long time. It could be checked . The first question to a s k might 
be whether Gleason really told it . If he to ld two people (Wa rren 
and the other source) , he might have told others. Can anybody 
find some friend of hi s who ' ll swea r he or she heard it fr om 
Gleason independently? 

For that matter , if Nixo n showed the alien bodies to Jackie 
Gleason , he might have s howe d other people , or at l eas t told 
them the bodies existed. There are plenty of people around who 
were close to Nixon . Can we find any other t es timony? Is there 
anything on the famous Nixon tapes? God knows, Nixon shot his 
mouth off about all sor t s of subjects . Did he ever mention the 
alien bodies? 

Did Nixon and Jackie Gleason play golf t oge ther? That might be 
the fi rst thing to check . 

If the Secret Service really was dismayed that Nixon got away 
from them (as Warren says ), that can b e verified. Are the re 
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active or retired Secret Service people who were working then , 
and can confirm that Nixon di sappeared? Is there anything in 
Nixon ' s logs to confirm a disappearance? 

Here ' s a story from the memoirs of Charles Colson , one of 
Nixon ' s aides, later convicted of some Watergate crime. One 
night, Colson wa s on duty at the White House . If World War III 
broke out, or some other emergency happened , Colson would be the 
one to tell Nixon; if Nixon needed something , Co l son would have 
to deal with it . 

Around 9 PM, Nixon, who was restless , told Colson he wanted to 
go to a show . Wa s there anything at the Kennedy Center? Colson 
called the box office, but it was closed. He then called every 
Kennedy Center number h e could find, and -- this is one of those 
true stories that show not everything in the government or the 
military f ollows standard procedure s -- finally connected with a 
waitress at a Kennedy Center r estaurant . "This is the White 
House, " Colson told the aston i s h e d woman. "What ' s playing at the 
Kennedy Center t onight? " 

Turned out there wa s a concer t b y rne of the milita ry bands . 
Nixon insisted on going to it , creating gigantic havo c when he 
(and his staff and Secret Serv i ce s qu ad) arrived all but 
unannounced in the middle of t h e p erform nee, f o rcing the band 
to stop in the middle o f a pi e c e and p l ay "H a il to the Chief . " 

The next morning, Colson r epo r t e d all of t h i s t o Handleman, 
Nixon's chief of staff. (Is t h a t wh at he was? I ' v e f o rg o tten my 
Watergate rogue ' s gall ery . ) Hand leman said, " If he asks to do 
s ome thing like that again, don't sa y yes . He rattles his cage , 
but we can ' t let him out." 

Could Nixon really slip away with Jackie Gleason? 

Greg Sandow 
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of Congress who opposed the UFO secrecy. In this critical 
election year, however, there was little chance of putting it 
over. Most legislators would naturally avoid such a contro­
versial subject. It seemed wisest to wait until the election 
excitement was over and the new Congress had settled down, 
and then to start mustering the strongest possible support. 

But at the end of October the situation suddenly changed, 
offering the chance of an even earlier breakthrough. 

For over two months, the AF had been worried by a de­
veloping situation which could end the UFO cover-up. To 
combat this potential danger it had worked out a plan in­
volving the Colorado Project. Unexpectedly, this AF 
scheme backfired. For several weeks, control of the censor­
ship was seriously endangered. 

If the story had become known to the press it would have 
been front-page news. It could have killed tl1e Condon report. 

14 

Burial 
A ttempt 

The key figure in this Air Force dilemma was none other 
than Richard M. Nixon, the Republican nominee for Presi­
dent. But the basic problem back of this AF predicament 
had begun long before. 

For years, there had been ill feeling between ixon .and 
Condon. When Nixon was a member of the House Com­
mittee on Un-American Activities, Condon had appeared 
for questioning. During the session there had been sharp 
exchanges between the two men. Later, when the scientist's 
security clearance was challenged, it was obvious that he 
blamed ixon. The bitterness between them had never 
ended. 

By 1968, not many people remembered this, but the AF 
had not forgotten. If Nixon were elected, legislators who 
had proof of the official secrecy-among them McCormack, 
Karth and G oldwater-might tell him the inside story. As 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, be could order 
the Condon report held up until the project was thoroughly 
investigated. 

Soon after L'\'.on's nomination the AF had put hard pres­
sure on Colorado University to rush the report through, so 
it could be released before the election. But it was impossible 
to make the deadline. 

The report was supposed to have been compiled by the 
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Introduct ion 

This presentation features selected Items from the Jackie Gleason 
Collection of books, journals, periodicals, and publications accumulated 
by this world famous entertainer related to parapsychology. 

Gleason, a comedian, television star, and motion picture actor of 
international acclaim, developed a deep and abiding interest in 
parapsychology and its many components. Gleason's interest grew from 
his inquisitive mind and sincere interest in the topic. However, the 
collection is not the product of Gleason's personal belief in the wide 
spectrum of phenomena represented by the term "parapsychology." 
Rather, the gathering of these materials represents the life- long 
accomplishment of an individual who found the scholarly and popular 
literature of parapsychology a fascinating and entertaining subject. We 
know that Jackie Gleason cherished his collection, and he selected titles 
with great care and added generous gifts provided by friends. 

Marilyn Gleason, th e widow of Jackie Gleason, donated the collection to 
the University of Miam i Li brary in 1988. 

Bookplate 

The book la te prepared for the Gleason 
Collection conta ins a striking and memorable 
image. "The bookplate celebrates the comic 
genius of a remarkable performer," and was 
designed by Gleason during the 1950's. The 
stick figure depicted on the bookplate holds 
the familiar pose Gleason used at the 
conclusion of the monologue for his 
long-running television program. As Gleason 
struck this pose, he uttered the familiar 
phrase, "And Away We Go," a quote firmly 

established in the lexicon of American popular culture. For additional 
information on this bookplate, you may consult Libraries and Culture: A 
Journal of Library History, Volume 28, Number 2, Spring 1993, pp. 
215- 17. 

Description 

The Jackie Gleason Collection includes approximately 1,700 volumes of 
books, journals, proceedings, pamphlets, and publications in the field of 
parapsychology, and a lesser quantity of titles relating to the 
entertainm ent industry. The Gleason Collection includes both scholarly 
and popular works published in the United States and abroad. Within 
t he fi eld of parapsychology, the collection offers materials on such topics 
as: wi tchcraft, folklore, extrasensory perception (ESP), unidentified 
fl y ing objects (UFOs), reincarnation, mysticism, spiritualism, mental 
telepathy, t he occult, ghosts, clairvoyance, cosmology, demons, 
hypnosis, life aft r death, mediums, psychical research, voodooism, and 
others. 

Appropr iat uthor, subject, and keyword searches using IBIS, the 
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University of Miami on- line public access catalog, will locate relevant 
titles from the Gleason Collection. The titles identified in this document 
are provided to illustrate the scope and content of the Jackie Gleason 
Collection, and to introduce the reader to a fascinating and stimulating 
field of literature, popular culture, scientific investigation, and mystery. 

i~~~ 
Last updated 23 Ma rch 1997 
Send comments or queries to Archives and Special Coll ection s. 

Otto G. Rich ter Library, University f Miami 
Coral Gables, Florida 331 24 
URL: http ://www.libra ry .miami. edu/arch ives/ j g/ index .html 
Copyright © 1996 Un iversity of Mia mi Libraries 
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